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GROUP IN AYUTTHAYA PROVINCE OFFERS LOCAL WISDOM THAT ALIGNS WITH BUDDHIST PRINCIPLES
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Abstract

The objectives of this academic article are 1) to study cultural tourism by focusing on the
presentation of Mon identity, which is an ethnic group with a long history in the area, and 2) to study
local wisdom as well as to present the knowledge and traditional way of life of the Mon people in
the area according to Buddhist guidelines in the section on combining Buddhist principles and beliefs
with tourism. Although the old town of Ayutthaya does not have a sea or mountains, it is a culturally
diverse province, like "Bang Bal," one of Ayutthaya's 16 administrative districts. The community has a
long history, beginning to settle during the reign of King Naresuan the Great. King Naresuan the Great
ordered the Mon people to migrate from Hongsaodi and settle outside the city, naming the village
"Ban Mon." Sai Noi sub-district, located in the north of Bang Ban District, Phra Nakhon Si Ayutthaya
Province, transformed the former Ban Mon community. In most areas, the villagers will do farming.
Sai Noi, the ancient Mon community, has been cultivating rice since the reign of His Majesty the King.
The villagers have occupations in farming and tourism, focusing on activities related to their way of
life, such as making Mon bricks, pak sabai Mon, making ancient crispy noodles, and making Thai
sweets in the Ayutthaya era. The Mon community hides in Sai Noi sub-district, Bang Ban District, Phra
Nakhon Si Ayutthaya Province. This place is not only an ordinary Mon community, but the villagers
have helped to establish it. Ecotourism Village, Sai Noi Homestay The local community group
operates Ecotourism Village, Sai Noi Homestay, delivering local experiences to tourists and fostering
pride in the community enterprise, demonstrating the homestay community's participation and

economic growth.
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Abstract

This article delves into the integration of Buddhist principles with contemporary economic practices,
specifically focusing on sustainability and food security. It investigates how Buddhist wisdom can be leveraged
to enhance economic systems, promoting environmental stewardship, ethical consumption, and equitable
resource distribution. By reviewing relevant literature and analyzing case studies, the article demonstrates the
potential of Buddhist economics to address pressing global challenges, including poverty, hunger, and
environmental degradation. This analysis underscores the importance of adopting a holistic approach that
harmonizes spiritual and material well-being.

New knowledge introduced in this article includes a comprehensive examination of the intersection
between Buddhist teachings and modern economic sustainability frameworks. The article provides insights
into how the application of Buddhist ethical principles can lead to more sustainable and equitable economic
practices. For instance, it discusses the concept of “right livelihood” from Buddhist teachings and its
implications for ethical business practices. Furthermore, it explores how mindfulness can contribute to more
responsible consumption and production pattemns, aligning economic activities with the natural environment's
carrying capacity.

The findings of this study contribute to the growing field of Buddhist economics by providing
empirical evidence and theoretical perspectives on the integration of spiritual values into economic systems.
By highlighting the synergies between Buddhist wisdom and sustainable economic practices, the article paves
the way for further research and policy development aimed at creating a more just and sustainable world.
This interdisciplinary approach offers a novel perspective on addressing some of the most urgent issues facing
humanity today, advocating for a transformative shift in how economic activities are perceived and

conducted.
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SOCIAL INNOVATION FOR SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT: A STUDY OF SMART VILLAGES AS A
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Abstract

The concept of social innovation is increasingly being discussed to pursue sustainable development.
New terms and keywords are created to cope with new ideas in various contexts. How these terms are
developed in the current structure of knowledge and how we can reinterpret the semantic networks with
the empirical context is the primary attempt of this paper. The rural social innovation knowledge structure
is constructed to understand the phenomena better and cope with future needs. The concept of smart
villages represents a transformative approach to rural development in India, aiming to create self-sustaining,
technologically advanced, and economically vibrant communities. Using case study method, this study
explores the role of social innovation in fostering social development through the implementation of smart
village initiatives. By integrating modern technology, sustainable practices, and community participation,
smart villages address critical challenges such as poverty, lack of infrastructure, and limited access to
education and healthcare. The research highlishts key elements of smart villages, including the use of
renewable energy, digital connectivity, and innovative agricultural practices. Case studies, such as the
transformation of Harisal in Maharashtra, demonstrate the potential impact of these initiatives. Government
programs like the Sansad Adarsh Gram Yojana (SAGY) further support the development of model villages
through collaborative efforts between public and private sectors. The findings suggest that smart villages
can significantly improve the quality of life in rural areas, reduce urban migration, and contribute to the
overall sustainable development of India. This study underscores the importance of a holistic approach that
combines technological advancements with local needs and cultural contexts to achieve long-term
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